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FLAGSHIP NIAGARA LEAGUE ANNOUNCES TALL SHIPS ERIE 2010 RESULTS AND INVESTMENT OF PROCEEDS

Erie, PA - The Flagship Niagara League today announced the results from Tall Ships Erie 2010, a fundraiser for the Flagship Niagara, which brought six tall ships to Erie on September 9-12.

More than 75,000 visitors attended Tall Ships Erie 2010, Erie’s first large-scale tall ships festival in more than a decade.  During the free Parade of Sail which took place in Presque Isle Bay on Thursday, September 9, 40,000 visitors crammed the shores of the bay in downtown Erie and on Presque Isle State Park while another 35,000 ticketed visitors attended the festival and toured the ships while docked at Dobbins Landing and the Erie Maritime Museum.

“Tall Ships Erie 2010 was wildly successful compared to all of our projections – both in terms of visitors and profitability,” said Brian Scott, the event Chairman.  “We were fortunate to have nice weather, fantastic sponsors, and an outstanding community response in support of the Niagara to make this a successful event.”  “It was a great event for Erie and helped our city to draw both regional and national media attention.”

The event generated more than $220,000 in profit for the Flagship Niagara League.  The proceeds of the event will be used to partially fund two large capital projects for the ship, including a Coast Guard mandated dry-dock and hull inspection and a recaulking of the ship’s deck.  The total cost for these two projects is anticipated to reach nearly $170,000.  Most of the remaining profits will be invested in the Niagara Education Fund, which was the recipient of a lead gift from the Erie Yacht Club Foundation, and the ship’s endowment, which was initiated five years ago by local philanthropist, Samuel P. "Pat" Black, III.

“Without additional funding from the Commonwealth, we did not know if we would be able to pay for the mandatory dry-docking and hull inspection in 2011,” said Bill Sutton, executive director of the Flagship Niagara League.  “Proceeds from Tall Ships Erie should help us to ensure that we meet that critical Coast Guard requirement to keep sailing.”

Captain Wesley Heerssen added, “The ship is now due for the cyclical maintenance job of re-caulking the main deck, which is typically done at 10-12 year intervals.  We have been spot caulking individual leaks for several seasons, but it is now time to do a proper job on the whole deck or face escalating repair costs in future years.”

 
The benefits of Tall Ships Erie 2010 go beyond the Flagship Niagara. According to VisitErie, Tall Ships Erie 2010 generated $3.5 million in economic impact to the region. “The Niagara is an essential component of Erie’s tourism product, said John Oliver, president of VisitErie. “We are fortunate to have achieved community-wide support for this respected and majestic ship as we move forward to maintain and strengthen Erie's tourism industry.” 
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